SAMUEL P. NESBITT

Reflecting On The COGIC'S Pattern Of Organization,
Its Constitution & His Personal Disagreements To Aegations
Concerning Bishop O. T. Jones, Sr., After He Was
Elected As Senior Bishop Of The Church Of God In Chst



THIS IS THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
Its Pattern of Organization

“Therefore, since we have received this wonderful ministry,
having obtained mercy, we take this method of setting forth
what we understand to be a God-accepted rule to Fovern
the church. We hold the holy scriptures as contained in
the Old and New Testaments as our rule of faith and
practice . . ¥

—from the “Preface of the OFFICIAL MANUAL.,
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

The “Pattern™ — Same for National, State, Local

1. The same scriptural “pattern” that is followed by the
National Church for its order and government is like-
wise followed by the State and Local works for their
order and government.

Hence, each office, department, and meet ing that
exists on the National level may likewise exist -

in its counterpart — on the State and Local levels,
In other words: the Church is organized on the
State and Local levels just like it is organized on

" the National level.

In the National Church there is a General Assembly,
presided over by the Senior Bishop.

In the State there is a Stafe Assembly, presided over
by the State Bishop.

In the Local Church there is a Local Assembly,
presided over by the Pastor.

2. This is because the Church Of God In Christ, as an
organized body of believers, began as a National body.
This is indicated in the Church’s history.

“Later in the same year 1907, Elder €., H. Mason
called a meeting in Memphis, Tenn., of all the
ministers who believed in receiving the baptism of
the Holy Ghost according to the scriptures Acts
S

These brethren formed the first General Assembly
of the Church Of God In Christ, whose faith was
founded upon the doctrine of the Apostles as re-
ceived on the dav of Pentecost.”

—OFFICTAL MANUAL, CHURCH

OF GOD IN CHRIST, 1957 Ed.,
pp. 8-9

Thus, the Church Of God In Christ on the State and
Local levels looks to the Church on the National level
for clarification of the “pattern” it is to follow in its
faith and order and government.

=

“The General Assembly is the only doctrine express-
ing and law-making authority of the Church.”
—Church Constitution, Art. 7; par. 1

-

The “pattern” of the Church’s organization is not a
mere human arrangement; its ministries and offices are
of Divine origin. Hence we read—
“And God hath set some in the Church, first
apostles, secondarily phophets, thirdly teachers . . *
- Cor. 12:28
“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;
and some evangelists; and some pastors and teach-
ers.” —FEph. 4:11
“All members have not the same office” —Rom.
I2:4

5. Our Church believes that the office of Senior Bishop,
which is the office of the Chiefl Apostle, was placed in
the Church by the Lord — just as was the office of
State Bishop or State Overseer and Pastor were placed
in our Church by the Lord. This is indicated in our
Church’s official history.

“The Lord gave Elder C. H. Mason to be Chief
Apostle, to which the whole assembly accepted.”
—from “History” in OFFICIAL MANUAL
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, 1957

Ed p. 9

The Appointive Powers of the Office of Senior Bishop
1. In the Church Of God In Christ, the Senior Bishop
appoints State Overseers or State Bishops and Heads of
National Departments. This is according to our Con-
stitution.
“The Overseer will be appointed by the Senior
Bishop and may be removed for cause by the Senior
Bishop or his appointee,™
—Church Constitution, Art. 11, par. 1
“Said National Officers [of National Departments]
to be appointed by Senior Bishop.”
—Church Constitution, Art. 13; par. 10

2. The appointive powers of the office of the Senior Bishop
are In accord with the scriptural “pattern”™ which
gives the Leader on each level of the church (national,
state, and local) the power of appointment.

“For this cause left T thee in Crete, that thou
shouldest set in order the things that are wanting,
and ordain elders in every city, as T had appointed
thee"—Titus 1:5



This seripture which gives to one man (the State
Yishop) authority to appoint pastors in the state also
vives to one man (the Senior Bishop) the authority
to appoint Bishops over the states.

Note: The Seripture does not read: for this cause
left WE thee in Crete. Rather it reads: for this
cause lefl [ thee in Crete,

3. The appointive powers of the office of Senior Bishop
on the national level follow, Tundamentally, the same
“pattern” as is followed by the Leaders of the Ghurch
on every level of its existence (national, state, and
local). Henee:

On the national level the Senior Bishop appoints
Heads of National Departments and the Bishops (or
Owverseers) of States,

On the state level, the State Bishop appoints State
Officials and the Pastors to local churches in the
atate.

On the local level, the Pastor appoints Local Of-
ficials and Heads of Local Auxiliaries.

4. The Church OF God In Christ has been greatly blessed
of the Lord hy following its God-given “pattern.” Our
official history says:

“Uncler his leadership [that is, the leadership of the
first Senior Bishop] the Church has witnessed a great
triumph and growth.”
“History” in the OFFICIAL MANUAL,
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, 1957

Our Church Has Covenanted Not to Change Tts Spiritual
“Pattern”

. While it is true, that the General Assembly has the
authority to make laws for the Church, it is not true
that the General Assembly has the authority to change
the “pattern” of the Church’s leadership. Article 9 in
our Church Constitution restricts the powers of the
General Assembly in this regard.

“(a) It [the General Assembly] shall not set aside
or change any of our articles of faith, nor shall
it establish any new dectrines contrary Lo the
doctrines that now exist in the church.

“il) The General Assembly shall not abelish our

representative form of government nor ihe
Creneral Superintendency, nor de frive i of any
of the autharity given it by this Constitution.”
If the Church is to be consistent with its own history,
organizational structure and composition, and Consti-

tutisn, the General Superintendency not only consists of
State Bishops - [who presently compose the Board of
Bishops) : but also the office of Senior Bishop.

For it was by authority of the Board of Bishops, that the
olfice of Senior Bishop was filled after the death of
the late first Senior Bishop. The present Senior Bishop
was elected to this office by the General Assembly in
1962, which was an election held by authority of the
Board of Bishops.

2. Hence, the General Assembly cannot be legally con-
vened by any person or group for the purpose of de-
priving either State Bishops (or State Overseers] or
the Senior Bishop of any of their constitutional ap-
pointive powers.

Owerseers are granted by our Constitution the power
to appoint and assign Pastors, District Superinten-
dents, and to preside over their respective State As-
semblies.
—Church Constitution, Article 11
The Senior Bishop is granted by our Constitution
the power to appeint State Overseers and the Heads
of National Departments.
Church Constitution, Articles 11, 13

3. The General Assembly has been given the authority, by
our Constitution, to make Amendments to our Con-
stitutiom. However, the General Assembly has been pro-
hibited from Amending Article 9 of our Constitution,
which, among other things, prohibits the General As-
sembly from depriving the Church General Superinten-
dency {which includes both State Bishops and the
Senior Bishops) from exercising the appointive powers
vested in their respective offices.

4. These constitutional restrictions upon the General As-
sembly are an additional safeguard built-in the Con-
stitution to protect the “pattern” of the Church against
any possible subversion, even by the General Assembly.

Contemplate the Confusion if Our God-given “Pattern™

Were Subveried

1. In the Scriptures, the Church is found in all its spiritual
and structural wholeness wherever any fellowship of
believers s found. The only difference i the church
anvwhere on any level 15 size.

Whatever “gifts”, or “administrations”, or “opera-
tions”, or “offices” God is said to have placed in
the Church, these should he operative in every
Church — large or small, national or local, then
and now.















