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Ve, the ministers snd members of the "Church of God in
Chriat™ who holds the holy soripture as contained in the old and
new testaments as our rule of faith and practice, in mccordance
with the principles of our faith and government do hereby smend
and modify our oharter to-wit:

(Article I, Change of name)
That the corporate nams of th? i:porporation be changed
from the General Board of the Church of r{a;u’"lnt of Amerlca to .
"thurch of God in Christ., .

(Article 2 Seaior Bishop)

Fothing in this constitution shall operate to deprive
Elder C. H. Mason 1121 Mias, Ave., MKemphis, Tenn., the present
Chief Apoatle, Founder, and Senior Bishop of the authority he now
holds aa. Chief Apostle of the Church of Ood in Christ.
(Article 3 Local Churches)
The membership of the local church shall consist of all
who have been set in order as & church by these muthoriszed to do
s0, after having declared their faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior,
and their belief in our doctrines, and their willingness to submit
to our government.
cha.l churches may bs set in order by the Bishop having
jurisdietion or an elder authorized by him.
(Artiole 4 Disorganization: of Churches)
When it seems cléar to a Bishop that a churoch set in
order sh.ould not coentinue as such it may be disorganized by 6'0!:15;_1 =

end formal notice of the board of Bishops. 1In case a 100:11311\1;"-011‘_"? "

becomes disorganized any such property that exists may in uo m
diverted to other purposes but shall pass to the control of thc
State board for the uss of the _____ Church at large as the nht.
board shall direct, and the trustees holding such proparty :or th.
disorganized churoh shall, sell or dispose of the same onlr bn. erdcr

and \mder the direction of the appointed agent of the .enen bo.rd.

and turn over such fundas to said tgant.
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3 Ko Board of Trustees may divert property from the use of
the "Church of Ood in Christ™. Yo board of trusteea shall refuse 4
f
the pulpit or the use of a local "Church of God in Christ" for FE
1

religious or other purposes to a duly suthorized officer of the

Genarel Aassmbly or their representatives.
(Article B Withdrawal of Churches) i
No local church may withdraw as e body from the "Church of

———————
o

God in Christ" or in eny way sesver its relation thereto except

by provision of the Oeneral Assermbly.

(Article 6 Credentials of delegates)

gscrotaries of the several state assemblies shall furnish °

cortificates of elections to the delegates severally slected to

the Ganéral Assembly, and shall aleoc send & certificate of such
election to the General Yecretary of the c.huruh.
(Article 7 The General Assmﬂ‘xly Assembly)

The (eneral Assembly 1s the only doctrine expressing,
and law making suthority of the Church. The Genersl Assembly shall
. he composed ot the ordained elders, of the Oeneral Seoretary, of
the General Treasurer, snd such 1sy delegation as the Ceneral Aspembly
may prescribe.

The Generel AssembIyX shall meet annually at the time

and place designated by the board of Bishops.

The uenersi Assembly shall #lect by s two-thirds vote
of those present and voting two or more Blshops who shall hold
office during good behavior, and shall have general supervision _o_f i
the church, snd who shall corposs the board of Bishops & P.rovidl.d:_' )
however, that Elder C. H. Mmaon the present Senior Bishop ohlall o
retain his present power and suthority during hia 1ife time bnt
upon hip death said authority shall revert to the board of Bisliop.

The Osnersl Assembly shall eslect a gmcrnl board cau-
posed of ten members who shall be the trustees in ‘truat t‘or. th'
corporation, sAd shall compose the board of home snd ron!.g: miasio

Publication, Church extension, Bdueation, and Ministerdal r_nlgn_i'

gald board shall transact all businoca affoirs of the echwreh, and :




any other matiers tﬁht may properly come before it aubject to the
approval of the (eneral Assembly = Procided however that all

policies and plans of opgrstion rust have the approval of the board = .;
of Bishops. :’

Sald board shall be presided over by one of the Bishopa. %
The General Assembly shall be presided over by the Bishops jointly
and severally, the General Assembly shall elect 1ts other officers,
and orgsnize 1itself for the transaction of 1ts business ercording to
its wisdom and plsasureo.

The General Aéidmﬁly shall elect a General Secretary who
shall hold office during good behavior, and who shall be the secretary -
of the General Assembly and the board of Bishops. The Ganaral- :
Assembly shall elect a General Treasurser who shall hold office during
good behavior.

The General Assembly shall elect by lot from among the
mele Elders of the church as many Biahdpn as it may deem Lecessary
wvho shall hold office during good behavior, uﬁd who shell constitute
the board of Bishops, Provided, however, that they shall be appointed
bf the present Senior Bishop during his 1ife time but upon his
decease they shall be elected by the General Assembly as provided
in this constitution.

(Article 8 Extra session of the General Assembly)

The board of Bishops or a majority thereof shall have .
power to call an extrs session of the General Assembly in case
of emergency and to fix the time and place thereof. 3
(Article 9 Powers and restrictions of the General Alloublr) :

doctrines that now exist in the churche
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(2) The General Assembly shall not sbolish our repre-

sentative form of government, nor <1 General Superintendency, nor

deprive it of any of the given it by thls oconatitution.

No person shall be sented in the Oeneral Assembly who

has not been duly elected as 8 delegate or an—alternats by a

4 recognized state Assembly of the Church of God in Christ.

£ .

f (3) The Oeneral Assembly shall not deprive our miniaters
f: or members of a falr and orderly trial or an mppeal in case of

conviction.
(Article 10 Fules of order of the General Assembly)

The Genoralqiﬁnll ﬁdopt rules of order governing its

manner of organization, procedure, committees, and all other matter

pertaining to the conduct of 1ts business. It shall be the judge of

the elections and qualifications of {ts own members.

(Article II Bishops of the "Church of God in Christ™)

The Bishops shall have general supervision of the church

of God in Christ. The Bishops jointly and severally shall preside

over the General aﬁaembly. one Bishop shall preside over the

general board of the church. One Bishop shall preside over each

state assembly, or should he be providentially hindered shall make

' arrangements for such presidency.
The Bishops with such Elders as they shall appoint shall

organize, reorganize, or disorgenize loosl churches. The Bi.lhcft"

{
‘\ presiding over the state Assembly shall assign pastors to the lovc

charges within the bounds of his jurisdietion.
(Article 11 continued)

The Bishops may sppoint District suparintundontu
several districts within their jurisdicuon. 'mo Biuhop pr-u:m;u:@i

be decided by the Oeneral Assemblye.
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ordain those who have been elected to be Elders. The Bishops may = -
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(Artieles 12 Board of Bighops)

The Bishcops shall organize aa a board and shall arrange
for and assign to the members thereof the work over which they shall
have speoiml jurisdiction. The hoard of Bishops shall have superviaion
of 81l boards and the plans adopted by any board must have the '
approval or.the board of Bishops.

The bosrd of Bishops shnll constitute s board to arrange
course of study for licensed miniaters. The board of Bishrps shall
have power to do anything else in the service of the churoh not other=
wise provided for according ﬁo their wisdom and in harmony with the
constitution of the Church.

(Article 13 The Oeneral Board)
IThe general board shall be composed of members az followa:-
The Qenerel Secretary, Jeneral Treasurer, and five or mors members
elected by the Osneral Asserbly to serve until the final adjournment
of the next General Assembly. A mamber of the Board of Bisghops shall)
preside over the General board,
(Article 14 Trustees of loeal churches)

All the trustees of local chureh property shall be members
of the "Church of God in Christ®™. In all cases where the law requires
a special mode of electlon of church trusteas that mode shall be
strictly fallowed, Where no particular mode of election 1s raquirod
by law the trustees shall be eleoted by ballot at the annual meeting
of the church or a mesting ocnlled for that purpose snnouncsment of
such meeting having been given,

Bsfore real estate 1s purchesed for the use of the looal
church the trustees shell see that the shurch in all places where
the law will permit is incorporatsd, and that the articles of
jncorporation shall provide that the loosl church be subject to yhi

government of the "Church of Ood in Christ" as from time to time

authorized end declared by the Genersl Asgembly of eaid ﬂhﬁrch;:ind}
that the businaaa nrfnirs of the church shall be mansged by a bo&“dm

i -

of trustees Ry Rk erganized nacording to the provisions of

gafd government.

el

e Sl ¥ i s

TR ST TR
5

R e




4 Such articles ahdli“?ﬂrthor provide that such corp&fation |
shall heve power to acquire, hold, sesll, and convey property both

real and personal when this s done all property aoquired shall be

deeded directly to the chureh in its corporate name. It iz required

that a11 deeds conveying propsrty shall ~ontain the felleowing trust
clausa.

In trust that said premises shall be maintained and dis-

posed of as a place of worship for the ministry and membership of
the "Church of Ood in Christ" subject to the doctrines, law, and

usage of said church as from time to time delcared by the General

e—r T
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: l 1 Assembly of said church.

In no case may the trustess mortgage or encumber the real

estate to meet the current expenses of th® church, and they may in
no caae transfsr the real sstate of the church without the written
. consent of the church, and the written consent of the Bishop havinh

Jurisdicetion. For their fatthfulness to their trust they shall be

e e b S

umeﬁX}bla to the loecel church to which they shall make snnual report,

(Article 15 Trials)

Deacons of the local church shall be appointed and removed ‘
by the psstor. Local churches may be tried and disorganized in the

manner as hereinafter set forth, when charged with any of the following

:
i
JJ &
2; offences and found guilty.
E " persistently violating the provisions of law enscted by the

General Aasembly, or refusing to conform to the legal requirements of

[

the conatituted authorities of the church. Sustaining and supporting

a pastor who teaches doectrines contrary to the articles of faith of

our church.

Sanctioning immoral practices by members and refusing to

e o A

take the legal steps prescribed by the constitution for the trlil_of;lﬁ}

persons charged with the cormmission of such offenses. _

Wien any local church by officilkl act or doulnrutign!;E?ﬁ; &
non performance of any of the official duties imposed wpon 1€ Bf'tn
government of this church as found in our conatﬂitutlnn, or by-i
ghiall offend in any of the forsgoing pnrhioulura. eny membery o}}_"'
church with the consent of the Rishop heving jurisdietion, tilu
complaint with the state beard chrrging that such church Hes oénmlttqg_

one or more of the foregoing offensas, Thersupon the stete bosrd nn; L

.
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Rppoint a éourt of five Flders to Bummons witnesses, to hear evidence

on behalf of the prosecution, and the defense, and to render Judgment

in the case.

L m—

which shall be fixed by the oourt, written notice shall be served

; Twenty days before the trinl of such church, the tims of
f upon the church board of the

i

|

church against which complaint 1s made,

such notice shall give the time and place of much triesl, and shall

~ontain a corrsct ¢opy of the compleint and charges stated therein,
)
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The churgh son charged shall have the right to be represented
by counsel at the triail,

such counsel to be a member in good standing

of the "Church of God in Christ". The state board shall appoint an

Elder of the church to conduct the prosecution,
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k court it shall be disorganized by

the board of Bishops unless 1t
satisfies the members of the board that it repents of ita evil
and will conform
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E In case the chureh so charged shall be found guilty by the %
7 i
i
i

WAaY,

to the government and falth of our church, and

recognize the conetituted authorities of the church,

All members of churches convicted as above who repent, opr

disclaim their guilt of the offenses for which such church may be

disorganized shall be entitled to letters of good
Bishop,

standing by the
and may unite with other churches of our falth and order,

S

i Members of the local church shall be ttled by the pastor,

b,

and the local church with the right of appesl to the state board whose
decision shall be final,

2
&
. ..’

An ordained Elder shall be tried by the
state board with the right of appeal to

S |

the General Council,
. All charges against an Elder shall be in writing
by his accuser or accusera,

signed

He shall be mllowed coumsel which counael

shall be a membar of the

i

"Churoh of Ged in Christ" should the counsel

be guilty of improper eonduct the court may refuse to hear him, and
also punish him. In cmse the Elder so acoused shall be found guilty
after having been triéd-lﬁdérd1‘

%
1

by the unanimous Jjudgment of the court,

ing to the rulea of evidence Judguent sh

may take the form of expulaion from the church

1

y i H

&1l be proncunced sugh Judgement ﬁ
?

and ministery, or that
‘of .uspgnéjon for a limited time from his membership end ministery, -
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State of Tennesses T e mAmbel RIS RO

Shﬂliay county

Filed for Reglstration Dee. 30, 1928 at 11:58 olclock

A. M., and noted in Note Book No. 58, Page 102 and was recorded
Dec. 30, 1926 in Hecord Book Wo. 32, Page 466. Fee 3,00 paid.

Ben James, Reglater
By Thomas A. Lanigan, D. R.

I, Erneat N. Haston, Secretary of State, do certify
that this amendment to charter with certificates attached, the
foregoing of which is & true copy, was this day registered and
certified to by me. :

This December 31, 18286,

Ernost N. Haston,
Searstary of State
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We, the underaigned, uc;wriung the board of Direoters of
the General Bosrd of the Churech of God in gtufilt of Amgrics, 'o.pp:l.y:‘
to the State of Tennessee, by virtue of the general laws of the
lend, for sn amendment to said Charter of Incorporation.

Witness our hands this £9 day of Dec. 1928.

8. T. Ssmusl
John H. Lee
Jemes PFoster
W. B. Holt

A. B« MoEwen

State of Tennesses .
Shelby County

Personally appeared bafore me, E. H. Parr, Deputy Clerk
of the County Court of seid County, the within named W. B. Holt,
the bargainor, with whom I am personally acquainted, and who ' L
acknowledges that he executed the within ingtrument for the purposes
therein contained, and the seid W. B. Holt, subsoribing witne g
to the signatures subsoribed to the annexed inatrument, being o
first duly sworn, deposed and said that he is personally _toqu_gg.
with the within named 8, T. Samuel, John H, Lee, James Fostery®i i .
A. B, MoBwen, bargeinors, snd they acknowledged same in hia: presanes:
to be thelr aoch and deed for the purposes therein contained upe
the dats 1t bears. .

This 30 day of Deoc. 1028,

E4 B. Crenshaw, cmmty.uﬁi:_r _:uqu*f‘
By E. He (T) D, 0 . ¥
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