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ANTHUNERT TO CHARTER OF IRCOFPORATION

At a meeting of the Gemeral Aosembly of the
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, and in Constitutional Convention
duly called and heald at the office of sald Corporation in
Memphis, Tennessasze, on the 2nd day of Pebruary, 1948,

the following resclution was adopted:

WHERRAS, THE Constitution and By-Laws of the

Church Of God In Chri-t. have not bean amended, modified, or
supplemanted since December 5, 1352; and
WHEREAS, it is claimed from time to time that the
Constitution has been altsred by virtus of custom, usage,
and practice; and Ll
WHEREAS, sincd 1952, the Chureh Of God In Christ

has witnessed the demise of its Chief Apostle, Pounder, and
Senior Bishop, C. H. Mason; and '
WHEEREAS, the 1952 Constitution in Article 7 thereof
provided that Senior Bishop Mason would retain his present

power and authority during his life tims and upon his death
said authority would rewvert to the Boazrd of Bishops; and
WHERERS, the Church O0f Ged In Christ has witnessed

since 1952, as well as sincé tha death of Bishop C. H. Mason,
a great growth in its membsrship, its Pastors, Bishops, new
Departments and physical structure; and |

WHEREAS, the 1952 Constitutionm fails to speak ia
many areas in wvhich the Church has grown spiritually, adminis-
tratively, financially and numerically; and

WHEREAS, the financial structure of the Church Of
God In Christ may have been adequate in the beginning but is
wholly inadequate today bscause the ragdd developsient, progress,

and expanding noeds of the Church 34 that the Bational Church

Tl

be sslf-sustainina: and .. .. il
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WHEPEAS, there has developed a controversy with
respect to where the nutbarliy and lesdarship of the
Church Of God In Christ is placed by its 1952 Constitution
since the death of Senior Bishop Mason; and

WHEREAS, O TER EPTH DAY OF October, 1967, in a
Consent Decree entered in Cause 6%2683-2 R. D., ChaMeery Court of
Shelby County, Tennessee, the parties to the controversy
acknowledged "that the ultimate guestion is Whers The
Authority Of The Church Of God In Christ Is Placed By Its
Constitutioca®, and further the parties recognize and agree
that the ultimate solution of these questions and all
related ancillary questions should be determined by the
General Juuw.biy of the Church Of God In Christ in a
Constitutional Convention called for that purpose; and

WHEREAS, such Constitutional Convention is now
convened, pursuant to the 2ettlemsnt Decree heretofore referred
to, on the date stated by Chancsllor Rond in his Order, for the
purpoge cf resolving the ultimate issue of authority and
responsibility within the Church as well as to modsrnize the
Constitution of the Church Of God In Christ in the light of
its national and international growth #th spiritually,
administratively, and numerically;

MOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Constitution
and By-Laws of the Church Of God In Chriet, Inexy be amended as
followsa:

That the General Asmewbly is the only doctrine-
expressing and law-making authority of the
Church; _

That a General Board of twelve (12) Bishops be
elected for a term of four (4) years by the
General Assezbly from the Board of Bishops to
conduct the exacutive and administrative affairs
of the Church betwoen meetings of the General
Assembly; and "




6.,

BT P s o~ R -

P-52, PAGE 19

3.

That the General Assembly elect for a term of
years from the General Board a Presiding Bishop
and a First and Second Assistant Presiding Bishop.
The Presiding Bishop shall be the Chief Executive
Officer and would be empowered to conduct the
exequtive affairs of the Church Of God In Christ
between meetings of tha Genaral Asserbly and the
General Board, ﬁith the limitation that the action
of the Presiding Bishop would be subject to the
approval of a majority of the General Board and
the General Assembly;

That neither the Presiding Bishop nor any other
member of the Genafal Board can serve at the

game time as an Officer of the General Assembly,
the General Council, or the Board of Bishops,

That all civil officars of the Corporation known
as the Church Of God In Christ shall be elected

by a majority vote of the members of the General
Assembly, presoﬁt and voting, and ecclesiastically,
the heads of departments of the Church Of God In
Christ shall be appointed by the General Board
for a term of years, provided such appointments
are approved by a majority of the General Assembly
present and voting.

That the offices of Sdnior Bishop and Executive
Board of Bishops be abolished,

That any Amendment to the Constitution of the

Church Of God In Christ that is incongistent
with the Amendment herein is hereby repealed.




P-52, PAGE 120

4.

WE, BISHOP A. B, KRCEWEN, BISHOP J. S. BAILRY, and BISEOP J. O.PATTER-
§0n, the Prusident, Vice-President, and Secrotary, respectively, of the
CHURCH OF GOD IN CRRIST, a Corporation, chartered and organized by
and under the laws of the State of Tennessee, in pursuance to the
directions from the Board of Directors of gaid Corporation, hareby
i certify that at a meeting of the General Assembly of said Corporation,
A legally called én& held a£ tﬁ; Bfkica of.niiﬁ éor;orition. in the City
of Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee, the within and foregoing
Arendments to the Charter, Constitution, and By-Laws were adopted by an
affirmative vote of the members of the Genaral Assembly, representing
more than two-thirds majority vote of all of the members of the General
Assembly, present and voting, declaring the desire of the members of

the said General Assembly of said Corporation to amend the Charter,
Constitution, and By-Laws of said Corporation, as set out hereinabove,
and said Amendments were duly entered in the minutes of said Corpora-
tion,

NOW, THEREFORE, we hereby certify the“fact of the Adoption of

said Amendments by the members of the General Assembly of said

Corporation for the purposes set out to the end that this certificate may

be duly recorded in the office of the Secratary of State.

WITNESS our hands this 2nd day of February, 1967, 1£2144’¢/—

res

STATE OF TENMESSEE)
COUNTY OF SHELBY )

Personally appeared before me, A. A. Latting, .a Motary Public
of the State and County, aforesald, BISHOP A. B, MCEWEN,
BISHOP J. S. BAILEY, and BISHOP J. O. PATTEREBON, with whom I am
personally acquainted, and who affirmed before me in dus form of
law, that Bishop A. B. McEwen is the Presidsnt, Bishop J. S. Bailey
is the Vice-President, and Bishop J.-0. Patterson is the Secretary

of the CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST and that the statements made in the
foregoing Certificate are truas,

WITHNESS mt hand and Official Seal at Offi n
this 2nd day of February, 1968,

" My Commission expires September 27, 1969. (’

his, Tennessee,

g



P.52, PAGE 1121

WE, the Undsrsigmed, comprising a majority of the Board
of Directors of Church Of God Im Christ, spply to the State of Tennessee
for an Amendment to the Chartsr of that Corporation for the purposes
therein shown.

WITNESS our signatures this Ea@ day of February, 1968,




1

STATE OF TENNEESEE)
COUNTY OF SHELBY )

Personally appeared bafore me, A. A. Latting, a Hotary
Public in and for said State and County, the within named
Bishop C. H. Brewer, Bishop L. T. Walker, Bishop J. A. Blake,
Bishop C. W. Williams, Bishop LaRoy Anderson, Bishop John L. lewis,
Bishop Theo Davis, Bishop J. S. Bailey, Bishop T. D. Iglehart,
Bishop Wyoming Wells, Bishop ¥Wm. Rimson, Bishop D. Lawrence Wil- -
liams, Bishop T. C. Perry, Bishop DeWitt A. Burtom, Bishop J. W.

White, Bishop C. E. Bennett, Bishop Louis H. Ford, Bishop J. O.

Patterson, Bishop E. E. Hamilton, Bishop A. B. McEwan, and
Bishop E. B. Stewart, Directors of CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST,
with whom I am personally acquainted, and who acknowledged that
as such Directors they axecuted the within application for an

Amendment to the Charter of Incorporation for the purposes therein
contained and expressed. _

WITNESS my hand and 'séal atioe
February, 1968.

My Commission expires September 27, 1%
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I, JOFE C. CIRR, Secretary of State do hereby
certif{y thzat this amenérent to charter, with certificete
attache¢, the foregeoing of whirh is a true copy. w2s
thin éay registered and certified to by me. This the

23rd cay of February, 1968.

JOE C. CARR,
SECRETARY OF STATE

FFE: $3.00




