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We, the ministers snd members of the Church of God in Christ, who hsld the Holy
Scriptures 8¢ conthined in the Old and New Testaments 88 our rule of faith and practice, in
accordance with the principiea oi our faith and government, do bereby amend and modify
our By-Laws and Constitution, to-wit: Al former Arfticles and Constitution shall be
modified to read as follows: .

ARTICL= I
CHANGE OF NAME

That tae Corporate name of this Corporation shall be "CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRBT,"
and that its headquarters shall be 958 South Fifth Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

ARTICLE 2
SENIOR BISHOP

Nothing in this Constitution shall operate to deprive Bishop C. H. Mason, 1121 Missiasippi
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, the present Chicf Apostle, Founder and Senior Bishop. of the
authority he now holds as Chief Apostle of the Church of God in Christ,

ARTICLE 2
LOCAL CHURCHES

The membership of the Local Church shall consisl of all who have been set in order as a
~hurch by those authorized to do so, after having declared their faith in Josus Christ as their
Savior, and their belief in our doctrines, and their willingneas te submit to our covernment.
Local churches may be set in order by the overseer having juriadiction, or an Elder authorized
by him.

ARTICLE 4
ORGANIZATION OF CHURCHES

When it seems clear ta a State Overseer that a church set in erdet ehould not continue
as such, it may he dizerganized by him and his Board. In case a local church becomes
disorganized, any such property that exists may in no way be diverted to other purposes, but
shall pass to the control of the Statc Board for the use of the Church at large as the State
Board shall direct, and the Trustees holding such preperty for the disorganized church, shall
sell o dispose of the same only on order, and under the direction of the appointed agent or the
Jtate Board and turn over such “:ade to said agent.

No Board of Trustees may divert property from the use of the "Church of God in Chrisi,"
No Board of Trustees shall refuse the pulpit or the use of a local “Church of God in Christ, "
for rsligisus or cther purposes to a duly autharized officer of the General Assembly or his
representative or representatives.

ARTICLE 5
WITHDRAWAL OF CHURCHES

No local church may withdraw as 2 body from the "Church of God in Christ” or in 2oy
way sever {ts relation thereto, except by provision of the General A.sembly.

ARTICLE 6
CREDENTIALS OF DELEGATES

Secretaries of the several Srate Assembiies shall furnish certificates of elections of
the delegates severally elected to the General Assembly, and shall also send a certificate of
such election to the Gereral Assembly, Scereary of the Church.

ARTICLE 7
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY .

e ———————

The General Assembly is the only doctrine expressing. and law-making authority of the
Chureh. The Geueral Assembly shall be composed of a Chairman, Orvdiined Elders, Board of
Statc Overseers, Beard of Bishops, and such Jay delegation &s the General Assembly may

prescrite.

Thé General Assembly shall meet Annually at the time and place désignated by the Baard
of Biskops. TheGegeral Assembly shall elect by & fwe-thirds vote of those present sad yotiag,
two or more Bishops who shall hold office during gecd bebsvior, and shall have gevigral “° * i
supervisien of the Ghurch, and whe shall compuse the Bourd of Bistop o; provided;-Roweser, -
that Bishop G. H. Macon, the j-zsen: Senlor Biskop, shall retain kis preseal pawsx sud authority - .
duritg his life-time, but upos his death said:amthority shall revert to ths Boavd of Biatops. A
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R 1 unﬂl Ailmﬁbly shail elect & general Board Wd of ten members oL molé
Whe shall be trustees in truet for the Corporatish, and shall compose the Beard of Home and

. Fareigs Migsions, Pablications, Church Extension, Education and Ministerial Relief, Said
- Board shall transact all businzss afisirs =f the Ghures, scd sny other matters that may
. properly come be fore it, mibject to the zpprovei of the Genersl Assembly, prow -ed, however

that all palicies and plans of eperation must have the approval of the Board of Biahops.

Said Beard shill be presided over by oue of the Piskaps. The General Assembly shall
be presided over by the Bishops jointly and severally. The Geaeral Assembly shall elect
its other officers, and oryanize itself for the transaction of its busincss according to its
wisdomn and pleasure.

The General Asaembly shali ele~t a General Secretary, who shall hold office during
good behavior, and who shall be the Secretary of the Guneral Assemily, and the Board of
Bishops. The General Assembly shail elect a General Treasurer. who shall hoid office
duving good behavior, The General Assembly shall elect by lot fram among the malc elders
of the Church, as many Bivhope as it may deem necessary., who shail hold office during good
behavior, and who shall conastitute the Board of Bishops, provided, however, that they shall
be sppointed by the present Senior Bishop during his life-time, but upon his decease, they
shall Be ciccied by the Génevral Assembly, 25 provided in this Constitution.

ARTICLE &

EXTRA SESSION OF EE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The Board of Bishopa ar a majority thereaf shall have the power to call an extra session
of the Genera) Assembly, in case of emergency, and to fix the time and place therec!.

ART 9
POWERS AND RESTRICTIONS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The power and authority of the General Assembly to legislate for the Church, to maie
such rutes and regulations over all the departments as it may deemn best, is limited by the
following restrictions:

{a) It shall not set aside or change any of our articles of faith, nor shall
it establish any new doctrines coatrary to the doctrines that now exist
in the church.

{t) The General Assembly shall not aholish our representative forw of
government nor the General Sunrrintendency, nor deprive it of any of
the authgrity given it by this Coastitctics.

{c} No person shall be ecated in the General Azsembly who has not been
duly electcd a8 a delegate or an alternate by 3 recognized State
Agsembly of the Church of God in Chriat.

The General Assembly shall not deprive our ministers or members of a fair orderly
trail & an appeal in case of conviction.

ARTICLE 19
RULES OR ORDER OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The General Assembly shall adopt yules of order governing its manner of organization,
edure. ommiitees, and all other matters perisining to tae soaduct of its business. It
shall be the judge of the elections qualifications of its own members.

The overseer will be appointed by the Seoior Bishop and may be removed for cause,
by the Senior Bishup or his appcintee.

The overseers shall have - - &l supervision of the Church of God in Christ, in their
redpechve Bixte. The oversgrs, rosatly epd severally shall mpaint, ordain those who have
been elected to be Elders, The Ovarseers may srganize re-organise local churches. The
Ovarseer presiding over (he Stile Assembly, Mnﬁﬁm to the veverel charges
within the bouad 3 of his jurisdictisn. 3

" thelr jarisdicaticn. The svargeer presiding over the Stute Ascembly shall decide oll questions

of avdet, sumyect o Ak Appeal 16 the Cenaral Assembly. Ml &l Jueslions of inw Savil by

ee2scified by *hE General Assembly.




Bueh srticies shall further provide that such cornoration shall heve nower to
acquire, hold, sell snd ~onvey property boih real and persona]. When this is done, all
proparty 2cquired shall be deeded directly to the Chureh in its corporate name. itis
required that ail deeds conveying church property skall contain the following clause:

"In Trust chat said premises shall be meintained and dispose of
as & place of worahip for the ministry and membership o; the

"Church of God in Christ, " subjact to the dactrine, laws and

useges of 2aid Church aé from tline lo lime declared by we

General Assembly of said Church, v a

In no case may the Trusices morigane oF encumber the real estate to meet the
current axpenses of the church, cad they may in no case tranzfer the real estate of the
church without the written consent of the Thurck., and the written con#’ ..t of the Cverseer,
having juriediction, for their faithiulness to their trust they shall be amenable to .he local
church to which they shall make annual report.

ARTICLE i5
TRIALS

Deacons of the Local Church shall %2 appointed and removed by the Pastor. Local
churches may be tried and dizargznized in the maanor g5 haveio altel sl fudih, wien
charged with roy of the following offen3es and found guilty:

Persistently violating &éproﬂliml of the law enacted by the
General Assembly, or refusing to conform to the legal
. requirementis of the comstituted authorities of tha Church:

Sustaining and supparting 2 Pastor who teaches doctricies contrary
to the articles of Faith of our chureh;

Sanctioniug immoral praciices by members and refusing to ake
lsgal sleps prescribed Ly the constitution for the trial of perrons
charged with the commission of goch offenses:

When any local church by official act or declaration ar by non-parformance of any of
the officlal duties emposed upon it by the government of this church 24 found in our constitution,
ty-lawa, shall offend in any of the foregoing particulars, any member of such church, with the
consent of the Bishop having jurisdiction, may file 8 complaint wit! e State Board, charging
thar such church has commitied one or more of the forcgoing offcnscs; thereupon, the S:ate
Overscer may appoint 2 court of five Elders to summon witnesses, to hear evidence on behall
of the prosecution £nd the defense, and to render judgment in the case.

‘Twenty days befare the trial of such church, the time of which shall be [ived by the
¢ourt, written notice shall be zerved upon the shurch board of the Church agaiust whivh
complaiot is made; such notice shall give the time and place of such trial, and shall contain
a correst copy of the complaint and other chargea stated therein. l

The Church so charged shall have the right to be representec by counsel at the trial,
such counsel to be & mrmber in good standing of the Church of God in Christ.” The State
Hoard shall appoint an Elder of the Church to conduct the prosecutisn.

In case the Church so charged wkall be found guilty by the court it shall be disorganized
by the State Overacer and Board, unless it satisfies the members of the Board thai it repents
of ite evil way, and will conform to the government and faith of oar Church. aud recormize the
vunsiitured authorities of the Church.

All members of the churches convicted as above who repeat or disclaim their guilt
of the offenses for which said church may be disorganized, shall be entitled to letters in
good standing by the Overseer and may unite with other churches of sur faith and order.

Membera of local churches shall be tried by the Pastor and the local church with the
right appeal to the State Board, whose decision shall be final. An ordained Elder shall be
tried by the State Board with the right of appeal to the General Council. A State Supervisor
likewise will have the same right of appeal. I

THE 7 MLITY OF ELOERS

The cartificate of credentials of an Elder afe valid only as long a8 his life 2do?as the
Gespel of Christ, and hia teachings sre in harmony #ith the Church of God ia Carist. Any
Elder, Dungeilat or member acting an pastor of 3 shurch, who teaches canirary doctrines,
or causes dissention, or ia &uy way proves his isability 48 « Peetor, dwy be remaved by
a State Overdsa of & Qenidral Board, and snother sppoisted in his place,

‘M‘w kit aasi
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All charges against an Elder shall be in writing, signed by his accussr or accusers. He
shall be allowed cogsel which counsei shall be a member of the “Church of Goa in Christ™,
Should the counsel be guiity of improper conduct, the court may yefuse to hear him, and alsc
punish him. In case the Elder 80 accusd by found guilly by the unanimous judgment of the
Gourt, alter having been tried, according to the rules of evidence, judgment of the court shall
e promnctd: such judgment may take the form of expulsion from the church and ministry,
or that suspension for a limited time from bis membership and miniatry.

The trial of an Ovirseer.will be the same as an Elder with the exception, He shall be
tried before the Board of Bishop with the right of an appeal to the General Assembly.

The trials of a bishop shall be that of an eldsr with these exceptions; He ahall be tried
before the General Counsel with the rigut of the Geasral Assembly. all trials < 2all be held
aceording to the following scriptures: Deut. 17:6:1 Tim. 5:19; 2od Cor. 13:1.

ARTICLE 1¢
LOCAL MINISTERS

A member of a local church to b licsased i proach mmst first be recommended to the
Qverdesr having inrindirtian, by his pastor and th2 chwech. Quly an ordained minister mayv
administer water baptiam, or the ordinances of the church.

A licensed minister shall be tried by the pastor and church of which he is a member,
with the right of ¢ppeal to the Overseer or Siate Board.

ARTICLE 1%

We believe that gavernments are God-given institutions for the benefit of maukind, We
admonish and exhort our members lo honor magistratea, and the powers that be, aod to respect

and obey the civil laws.

We herchy and herewith declare our loyalty to the Preaident and the Constitution of the
United Stz:ce, and pledge fidelity to the flag for which the Republic stands but as God-fearing,
peace-loving and law-abiding people, we claim only cur inkegitance as American citizens
namely: to worship God according to the dictates of our own conscicace.

Wa believe that the shedding of human blecd, or thetaking &f human life, is contrary
to the teachings of Qur Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and az 3 body, We are averae 1o war
in all its formas.

ARTICLE 18
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

The provisions of this Constitution may be alteredar amended by two-third majority
vote of all the members of the General Assembly, present and voting, with the exceplion
of Sections a, b, and ¢ of Article 9 of this Gounstitution. As soon as alterations of amendments
shall have been adopted as herein before pravided, the result of the vote shall be anncunced
by the General Secretary, Whereup-n, such alterations or amendments shall have full

force and effect.
APPROVED:
C. H. Mason

Eider G. H. Mason, Senior Bishop

°. E. Miller
arseer, U. E. er, . Sec.

Directors of the Churzh of God in Ghrist,

We, the undersigned, comprising the Board of
the land, fo* an Amendment

apply to the State of Temessee, by virtue of the General Laws of
to said Charter of incorporation:

" G. B L
Bishop C. H. ﬁ %‘! Bishop
. BishcpA B McPwen

Pishop A. B. McEwen
3. 8
Bishop J. 5.

- ——-

Bishap O M. Kelly, s
. ToRep 0. . Neny oe . .
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— r J. 0. Patterson
Elder J. O. Patterson

Bi S. M, Crouch
Bil_hp . M. Crouch

-ﬁi':lup Chas. Pless

Bishop V. M. Barker I
Bishop V. M. BParker

__C. E Bennen
Bishop C. E. Bennett

A?ﬁ . Bostink
Biahop D). Bostick

W. G. Shipman =
Overseer W. G. Shipman, Ghzirman, Eldes's Council

- A, M. Cohen o
Overseer A. M. Colien, Treasurer

{CORPORATE SEAL)
U. E. Millar -
Overseer Y. E. Miller, Coneral Secretary

:.- ' State of Tennessee: I
- 5 85t
COUNTY OF SHELBY

. Personally appeared before me, N. W. Parham, Deputy Clerk of the County Court of

- . said County. the within named U. E. BMiller, the bargainor, with whom I amn personally
a . and who acknowledges Lhat be executed the within instrument for the purposes

therein contalned, and that the said U. E. Milier, subscribing witness to the signatures
; subagribed (o Lhe annexed insirument being duly sworn, deposed and eaid that he i
3. personslly acquainted with the within named C. H. Mason, A, B. McEwen, J. 5. Bailey,

} O. M. Kelly, 5. M. Crouch, 0. T. Jones, V. M. Barker, C. E. Beunett, D. Bostick,
C. Pleas, W. G. Shipman, A. M. Cohen, andJ. O. Patterson, bargainozs, and they
© ol scinowledged same in his presence to be their act and deed for the purposes therein

e contained.

4 Dated: 3rd day of John W MeGeldriek
Ducember, 1952. ~County Court Clerk

:.. BY: N. W. Parham

: . Deputy Clerk

1, JAMES H, CUMMINGS, Secretary of State, dio hereby certify that this amendment
10 charter, with certificate attached, the foregaing of which is & true copy. was this day
registered and certified to by me. This the 5th day of December, 1952,
JAMES H. CUMMINGS,

SECRETARY OF STATE

FEE: $3.0°




