GENERAL ASSEMBLY
JUDICIAL COUNCIL
OF THE

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, INC.
ERIC MCADAMS, JOHNNY BRICE,
VERNON GATLIN AND VAN JOHNSON,
ET AL.
COMPLAINANTS
VS

Case Number: __________________
__________________

BISHOP BRANDON B. PORTER
RESPONDENT

PURSUANT TO ARTICLE VIII,
JUDICIARY BOARD, DUTIES, ¶ 10
COMPLAINANTS AMENDED PETITION OF OFFICIAL CHARGES
Come Now Eric McAdams, Johnny Brice, Vernon Gatlin and Van Johnson, hereinafter
referred to as the Complainants, members of Williams Temple Church of God in Christ Inc.,
Houston, Texas, and files this herein petition against Bishop Brandon B. Porter, General Board
Member of the Church of God in Christ, with headquarters in Memphis, Tennessee and alleges
and states as follows;

Bishop Brandon B. Porter, hereinafter referred to as the Respondent, did violate the rules
and regulations of the Constitution of The Church of God in Christ, Inc. as follows:
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Statement of Facts
This is a case which deals with the oppression of the children of God and a now continuing
struggle and appeal to throw off the chains of bondage and to worship God in the beauty of
holiness. We have been treated as rebels because we will not bow to the spirit of Haman.
On or about August 30, 2015 the former pastor, Bishop Charles Brown resigned from Williams
Temple Church of God in Christ Inc. On September 2, 2015, Respondent arrived at Williams
Temple after being assigned as Interim Pastor by Bishop Blake.

One of the first things

Respondent did was to hold a meeting in which he purported to remove the Board of Trustee in a
manner that violated the statutes of the State of Texas1. He is attempting to rewrite the by-laws
of Williams Temple (a Texas Non-Profit 501(c) 3 corporation) in a manner that is again a
violation of the statutes of the State of Texas. In Article III, Part II, Section D, paragraph 8, of
the constitution of the Church of God in Christ states;
All trustees of local churches shall be members of the Church Of God In Christ. In all
cases where the law requires a special mode of election of Church Trustees, that mode
must be followed. Trustees of local unincorporated churches and their successors in office
shall hold title to all real and personal property, for the use and benefit of the members of
the Church Of God In Christ with section 9 hereinafter. Where, however, the law requires
no particular mode of election of trustees, they shall be elected by a majority of the
members of the congregation, present and voting, in a regular or special business meeting
of the church. All special meetings of the church shall be announced on a Sunday
preceding the date of the meeting and shall state the purpose of the call and the time and
place of the meeting.
When told of this, Respondent acted in a domineering arrogant manner that included




threatening and bulling the members
calling the members dumb sheep
shouting at and humiliating the members

We find this behavior demeaning and unbecoming a minister of the gospel, but even more it is
unbecoming a bishop.

1

Exhibit 3—Affidavit of Dorothy Brice
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Brief of Complainant

I
ARTICLE VIII § D, ¶1 (a.) —Failure to abide by the laws, rules and regulations of the
Church of God in Christ;
Respondent violated Article III, Part II, § D, ¶ 8, when informed of the violation, chose to ignore
the information and continued his course of action. The Special Meeting as called was a violation
of the Church of God in Christ rule as mentioned above and the laws of the State of Texas. The
purpose of the meeting was not given with the oral notification as required by Texas statute Title 2,
Chapter 22, Subchapter D,
Sec.A22.156.AANOTICE OF MEETING. (a) A corporation other than a
church shall provide written notice of the place, date, and
time of a meeting of the members of the corporation and, if the
meeting is a special meeting, the purpose or purposes for which
the meeting is called. The notice shall be delivered to each
member entitled to vote at the meeting not later than the 10th
day and not earlier than the 60th day before the date of the
meeting. Notice may be delivered personally or in accordance
with Section 6.051(b).
(b)AANotice of a meeting of the members of a corporation that
is a church is sufficient if given by oral announcement at a
regularly scheduled worship service before the meeting or as
otherwise provided by the certificate of formation or bylaws
of the corporation.

Respondent did not follow this required law and subjects both the local corporation and the
National Corporation to scrutiny from the State of Texas. This failure to obey the laws of the
state resulted in the failure to abide by the rules of the Church of God in Christ.2

2

Article III, Part II, § D, ¶ 8
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II
ARTICLE VIII § D, ¶1 (a.) —Failure to abide by the laws, rules and regulations of the
Church of God in Christ;
The house was not certified to ascertain the presence of a quorum at this special meeting. The
number of persons present must be counted and recorded to establish a quorum. Texas statute
Title 2, Chapter 22, Subchapter D defines a quorum as.
Sec.A22.159.AAQUORUM OF MEMBERS. (a) Unless otherwise provided by
the certificate of formation or bylaws of a corporation, members of the
corporation holding one-tenth of the votes entitled to be cast, in person or by
proxy, constitute a quorum.
(b)AAThe vote of the majority of the votes entitled to be cast by the members
present or represented by proxy at a meeting at which a quorum is present is the
act of the members meeting, unless the vote of a greater number is required by law
or the certificate of formation or bylaws.
As a member of the General Board, (the Board of Directors) of the Church of God in Christ,
Respondent has a duty to know the laws of each state in which he executes his office. This
failure to obey the laws of the state resulted in the failure to abide by the rules of the Church of
God in Christ.3

III
ARTICLE VIII, §D, ¶1 (b): Malfeasance
Malfeasance: is a wrongful act which the actor has no legal right to do, or any
wrongful conduct which affects, interrupts, or interferes with performance of
official duty, or an act for which there is no authority or warrant of law or which
a person ought not to do at all, or the unjust performance of some act, which
party performing it has no right, or has contracted not, to do.
(Black’s Law Dictionary Sixth Edition)

Respondent illegally removed the local elected Board of Trustees and placed the management of
the corporation’s affairs into the hands of Bishop Kurt Thompson. This is a violation of Texas
Statute, Title 2, Chapter 22, Subchapter E states,
Sec.A22.201.AAMANAGEMENT BY BOARD OF DIRECTORS. Except as
provided by Section 22.202, the affairs of a corporation are managed by a board of
directors. The board of directors may be designated by any name appropriate to the
customs, usages, or tenets of the corporation.
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., Ch. 182, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2006.
3

Article III, Part II, § D, ¶ 8
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This causes this corporation to operate outside the confines of the laws of the State of Texas and
has the possibility to impact the local and national corporation in a negative way. When advised
of the violation of Texas Statutes, Respondent chose to ignore said advice. This violation is an
act of malfeasance.

IV
ARTICLE VIII, §D, ¶1 (b): Malfeasance
Respondent under penalty of perjury, did declare himself eligible to become the Resident Agent
for the Non Profit Texas corporation, Williams Temple Church of God in Christ, Incorporated.
Under the heading Execute of Form 401 of the State of Texas, Respondent affixed his signature,
directly under the paragraph which stated,
“The undersigned affirms that the person designated as registered agent
has consented to the appointment. The undersigned signs this document
subject to the penalties imposed by law for the submission of a materially
false or fraudulent instrument and certifies under penalty of perjury that
the undersigned is authorized to execute the filing instrument.
Respondent was not and is not eligible to be the Resident Agent under Texas Statute. By
affixing his signature to Form 401, Respondent has committed an act of perjury, punishable
under State Law, an act of Malfeasance.

V
ARTICLE VIII, §D, ¶1 (b): Nonfeasance
Nonfeasance —An omission to perform a duty, or the total neglect of duty
(Black’s Law Dictionary First Edition)

On or about September 8, 2015 a petition4 signed by over one-hundred (100) members of
Williams Temple Church of God in Christ Inc. requesting the removal of trustee Cari
Barnes from all financial duties at the church was presented to Respondent. He refused
to act on it stating “who told you all you could do a petition?” and would not act on the
petition. This petition should have been grounds to remove the named individual; this
4

Exhibit 2
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was a failure to act on a legitimate petition put forth by the members, an act of
Nonfeasance.

VI
ARTICLE VIII, §D, ¶1 (i): Willfully failing or refusing to use means at his command to
protect the property, rights and interests of the Church Of God In Christ.
When Respondent failed to act on the petition to remove Cari Barnes, she subsequently
withdrew $42,500.365 without authorization from William’s Temple, Inc. The actions of
Cari Barnes, both a National Trustee Board member and local Trustee Board member;
has deprived the Williams’s Temple Corporation, (a State of Texas 501(c) 3 Corporation)
of the use of its property which several checks to be returned for insufficient funds6.
Respondent’s failure to act has facilitated this loss.

5
6

Exhibit6
Exhibit4
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Conclusion
Complainants and the members of Williams Temple have been subjected to another hostile
demeaning leader. The rights of the members have been trampled on; the laws of the State of
Texas have been violated repeatedly. When Respondent was informed of the violations he
refused to change and continued committing the violations.
Respondent’s actions have caused the loss of $42,500.36 to Williams Temple, Inc. (a Texas NonProfit 501(c 3) corporation). Williams Temple, Inc. has incurred additional losses because of
returned checks.
We the Complainants request these illegal actions be reversed, the duly elected Board of
Trustees and the Resident Agent be restored. We request the funds which were moved without
the proper authorization from the membership be returned in full, and the resulting insufficient
fund charges be restored to Williams Temple. Also that Respondent be reassigned to another
place; this will ensure there are no reprisals for Complainants exercising their rights under the
Constitution of both the United States and the Church of God in Christ.
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We the Complainants, Eric McAdams, Johnny Brice, Vernon Gatlin, and Van Johnson,
members of the Church of God in Christ, Inc., as Complainants in the above and foregoing
Petition, affirm that the statements and allegations contained herein are true, and correct on this
Monday October 31, 2016.

Eric McAdams
11915 Segrest Drive
Houston, Texas 77047
(832) 785-4364
ericmac3@att.net

Johnny Brice
3622 Truesdale Drive
Missouri City, Texas 77459
(281)438-9030
jbb4447@yahoo.com

Vernon Gatlin

Van Johnson

Weldon Meeks
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Business Fundamentals Chk - 3173

Exhibit 4

Search transactions
Available Balance

-$277.61

Amount Included in Available Balance

Processing

$1,145.00

ACH CREDIT GLOBAL PAYMENTS GLOBAL DEP ON 04/12

-$277.61

04/11/2016

-$35.00

OVERDRAFT ITEM FEE FOR ACTIVITY OF 04-11 CHECK
#0000001165 POSTING DATE 04-11-16 POSTING SEQ 00007

-$1,422.61

04/11/2016

-$35.00

OVERDRAFT ITEM FEE FOR ACTIVITY OF 04-11 CHECK
#0000001164 POSTING DATE 04-11-16 POSTING SEQ 00006

-$1,387.61

04/11/2016

-$35.00

OVERDRAFT ITEM FEE FOR ACTIVITY OF 04-11 CHECK
#0000001160 POSTING DATE 04-11-16 POSTING SEQ 00005

-$1,352.61

04/11/2016

-$600.00

Check 1165

-$1,317.61

04/11/2016

-$650.00

Check 1164

-$717.61

04/11/2016

-$685.00

Check 1160

-$67.61

04/11/2016

-$259.61

Check 1158

$617.39

04/11/2016

-$216.00

Check 1066

$877.00

04/11/2016

-$27,000.36

Customer Withdrawal Image

$1,093.00

04/08/2016

-$750.00

Check 1156

$28,093.36

04/08/2016

-$73.90

Check 1145

$28,843.36

04/08/2016

-$99.95

Check 1136

$28,917.26

04/08/2016
GLOBAL PAYMENTS
DES:GLOBAL DEP ID:8788014065209
Activity
INDN:WILLIAMS TEMPLE CHURCH CO ID:5469221406 CCD

Details

I Want To...

$40.00
$29,017.21

04/07/2016

-$15.00

ONLINE BUSINESS SUITE ACCT MGMT SERVICES

$28,977.21

04/07/2016
GUIDEONE MUTUAL DES:INS. PREM. ID:00106139304
INDN:WILLIAMS MEMORIAL TEMP CO ID:1420645088 PPD

04/07/2016

$28,992.21

-$450.00

Check 1161

$29,329.04

04/07/2016

-$129.50

Check 1151

$29,779.04

04/07/2016

-$66.71

Check 1137

$29,908.54

04/06/2016

-$375.00

Check 1162

$29,975.25

04/06/2016

-$1,183.00

Check 1159

$30,350.25

04/06/2016

-$118.86

Check 1135

$31,533.25

04/06/2016

$500.00

Counter Credit

$31,652.11

04/05/2016

-$600.00

Check 1152

$31,152.11

04/05/2016

-$37.60

Check 1138

Secure Area

-$336.83

$31,752.11

Privacy & Security

© 2016 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC.

Equal Housing Lender
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Secure Area

Privacy & Security

© 2016 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC.

Equal Housing Lender
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