Pastor Earl H. Williams

418 Odis Cooper Jr. Avenue
Kirbyville, Texas 75956
(409) 363-2979
earlwilliams629@gmail.com

November 29, 2023

Bishop Joel H. LyleJr.
General Secretary

Church of God in Christ, Inc.
930 Mason Street

Memphis, Tennessee 38126

jlyles@cogic.org

Bishop Roy Dixon

Chairman B. O. B. Grievance Committee
Church of God in Christ, Inc.

9341 Crest Drive

Spring Valley, California 91977
bishoproydixon.4th@gmail.com

Greetings,

Bishop Albert Galbraith
Chairman, Board of Bishops
Church of God in Christ, Inc.
3700 Plymouth Drive

North Highland, CA 95660
albertgalbraith@comf5.com

Bishop Adrian D. Williams
Secretary, Board of Bishops
Church of God in Christ, Inc.
243 Smoke Rise Trace
Peachtree City, GA 31313
adwill7 @bellsouth.net

Via Electronic and
First Class Mail

This letter shall serve as notification, of my Petition to the Board of Bishops Judicial
Committee of a complaint I am filing against Bishop Desty C. Bell, Jurisdictional Bishop of Texas
Gulf Coast Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of the Church of God in Christ.

In accordance with the Board of Bishops Rule 3, I submit the following
e As of this date, | have not retained legal counsel but I will notify Secretary Bishop

Williams if and when I retain counsel.

e | hereby certify Bishop Bell has been provided a copy of the complaint with

accompanying exhibits by USPS mail.

e This complaint is brought against Bishop Bell in his capacity of Jurisdictional Bishop

Sincerely,

Earl H. Williams

Encl:
CC: Bishop Destry Bell
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BOARD OF BISHOPS

GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE
Of the
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, INC

PASTOR EARL H. WILLIAMS
Complainant

VS.
Case Number:

BISHOP DESTRY C. BELL, SR.,
Respondent

w W W W W W W W W wn

Pursuant to the Official Manual; Article VIII; Section D

COMPLAINANTS PETITION OF OFFICIAL CHARGES

Come Now Pastor Earl H. Williams, member and Pastor of the Kirbyville Church of God
in Christ, Kirbyville, Texas, hereinafter referred to as the Complainant, and files this herein
petition against Bishop Destry C. Bell, Sr, Jurisdictional Prelate of the Texas Gulf Coast
Jurisdiction of the Church of God in Christ, with headquarters in Memphis Tennessee and allege

and state as follows;

Bishop Destry Bell, hereinafter referred to as the Respondent, did violate the statutes of

The Bible, and the rules and regulations of the Official Manual of The Church of God in Christ,

Inc. as follows;

Official Charges- 1



STATEMENT OF FACTS

| Pastor Earl H Williams,! and the Kirbyville Church of God in Christ, alone with
nine other pastors and their churches decided to resign from our positions and duties in the
Texas Gulf Coast Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction ,2 in order to try and form a jurisdiction in our
area of Beaumont, Tx. Because driving two hours to Missouri City, TX to our jurisdictional
headquarters is very taxing, staying in a motel can also be expensive, besides that most of

our members don't attend most of our jurisdictional functions.

On October 10, 2023, | submitted my resignation to Bishop Destry C. Bell Sr. On
October 14, 2023, | received an email from the bishop stating. That he had resumed pastoral

leadership of the Kirbyville Cogic.?

In our fall assembly meeting of October 2020 Bishop Bell asked me before those who
were assembled, if | would serve as the assistant district superintendent for District
Superintendent Lonnie Freeman of the East Texas Fellowship District. Doctor Freeman’s
poor and failing health would not allow him to do all the traveling and duties that come
with being a District Superintendent. | told Bishop Bell; | would gladly assist Doctor

Freeman.

This is the only jurisdictional position that | held. When | resigned from the

L Exhibit 8
2 Exhibit 1
3 Exhibit 2
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jurisdiction, this is the position and duties | was referring to.

On October 15,2023 | sent Bishop Bell an email and a registered letter, informing
bishop that | had not resigned as pastor of the Kirbyville Cogic, but that the church and |
was resigning from the Texas Gulf coast Ecclesiastical jurisdiction. I informed him that he

had misinterpreted my resignation.*

| did not get any response from Bishop Bell concerning my second e-mail or the
registered letter, after many failed phone calls, | was told by one of the deacons at the
Kirbyville Cogic, Bishop Bell called him, and he asked bishop why he would not call Pastor
Williams, bishop told the deacon that he would not call Pastor Williams, neither would he

answer any call from him.

On Sunday Oct. 22, 2023, in the Sunday morning service Pastor Walter Diggles and
some of his family member came to the church, he said that Bishop Bell had sent him with
a letter to remove me as pastor and that he was to take charge of the Kirbyville Cogic, |

immediately told him he need to leave the church, he refused to do so.

The police were called in by me to ask Pastor Diggles to leave the church for peace
sake, the police officer stated that because Pastor Diggles had a letter from Bishop Bell

stating that I had resigned from my church, | needed to leave the church and I did so.

The next Sunday | was told by the police department that Bishop Bell did not want me

on the church grounds, if | came to the church | would be asked to leave or arrested for

4 Exhibit 3Calrification of Resignation
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criminal trespassing.

After that I contacted Chairman Eaddy of Council of Pastors and Elder’s, he instructed
me to do all I could to contact Bishop Bell.> For approximately two weeks | attempted to
make contact, with phone calls and another register letter,® but was not able to contract

Bishop Bell.

After that | contacted Chairman Eaddy again. | told him | was unable to contact
Bishop Bell, he asked me for all my letters, and | gave him my explanation of the matter.
He went to Bishop Bell to mediate this situation, hopefully in order not to have to go into

the Grievance Committee, but Bishop Bell refused mediation.

Chairman Michael Eaddy instructed me to contact the Grievance Committee and the

Board of Bishop’s.

The members of Kirbyville Church of God in Christ have signed a letter of support

for me the appointed pastor of their church.’

5 Exhibit 5
® Exhibit 4
" Exhibit 7
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BRIEF OF COMPLAINANTS

Count |

ARTICLE VIII, 8D, 1 1(b): MISFEASANCE, MALFEASANCE, OR NONFEASANCE IN OFFICE:

Malfeasance: Evil doing; ill conduct.

The commission of some act which is positively unlawful; the doing of an act

which is wholly wrongful and unlawful; the doing of an act which person ought

not to do at all or the unjust performance of some act which the party had no right

or which he had contracted not to do. Comprehensive term including any wrongful

conduct that affects, interrupts, or interferes with the performance of official duties.
{Black’s Law Dictionary—Sixth Edition}

Respondent has attempted to remove an appointed Church of God in Christ Pastor
by interpreting a resignation from Jurisdictional duties to include resignation from the
pastorate of Kirbyville church of God in Christ.

Respondent, before witnesses on or around October 2020, had requested
Complainant serve as the Assistant District Superintendent of the East Texas Fellowship
District due to the health challenges of Superintendent Lonnie Freeman. | accepted,; it
was from this appointment | resigned on October 10, 2023.8 After receiving a letter from
Respondent in which he stated, “I have resumed [pastorial] leadership...”, Complainant
clarified his position in a subsequent letter® stating “I did not resign as pastor of Kirbyville
Church of God in Christ”.

A position in a local church is not a jurisdictional position.

This unlawful, unconstitutional attempt to remove a Pastor is an act of Malfeasance.

8 Exhibit 1 Jurisdictional duties resignation.
9 Exhibit 3 Clarification of resignation.
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Count 11

ARTICLE VIII, 8D, J 1(h): CONDUCT UNBECOMING A BISHOP

The first sentence in the Constitution of the Church of God in Christ, under the
heading “Declarations of Faith and Preamble”, states
“We, the members of the Church Of God In Christ, hold the Holy Scriptures as
contained in the Old and New Testaments of our Bible as our rule of Faith and
Practice.”
According to our rule of faith and practice, Respondent has failed to display the
characteristics the Word of God (and our Constitution) demands of him.

Now a bishop (superintendent, overseer) must give no grounds for accusation
but must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, circumspect and
temperate and self-controlled; [he must be] sensible and well behaved and
dignified and lead an orderly (disciplined) life; [he must be] hospitable
[showing love for and being a friend to the believers, especially strangers or

foreigners, and be] a capable and qualified teacher, (1 Timothy 3:2, AMP)

We are told; Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke the oppressor; Defend the fatherless, Plead
for the widow. “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, ...” (Isaiah 1:17-18a,
NKJV)
By his actions, by his refusal to have any further dialogue, Respondents shows he is
unwilling to follow peace with all men and that he is not willing to reason together.

This refusal is “Conduct Unbecoming a Bishop”.

Official Charges- 6




| the Complainant, Pastor Earl H. Williams, a member of the Church of God in Christ,

Inc., as Complainants in the above and foregoing Petition, affirm that the statements and

allegations contained therein are true, and correct on this Friday, December 01, 2023.

Earl H. Williams

418 Odis Cooper Jr. Avenue
Kirbyville, Texas 75956
(409) 363-2979
earlwilliams629@gmail.com

Official Charges- 7



Complainants

Exhibit 1

Earl Williams, Superintendent
Kirbyville COGIC

418 Odis Cooper

Kirbyville, Texas 75956

October 10, 2023 Certified Mail # 7020 1810 0001 9757 6981

Bishop Destry C. Bell

Texas Guif Coast Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction

3710 McHard Rd
Missouri City, Texas, 77489

Dear Bishop Destry C. Bell,

Please accept this ietter as notice of my resignation from all positions and duties in the Texas Gulf Coast
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction as of October 10, 2023.

| have appreciated my time here but have chosen to resign due to unduly financial burdens place on our

district, church and to pursue other opportunities. Our last day affiliated with the Texas Gulf
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction will be effective immediately this day October 10, 2023.

Thank you for your help #nd guidance during our association with the Texas Gulf Coast Ecclesiastical
Jurisdiction. We wish you well and much success in the future.
~ 7020 1810 00AL 9757 L981
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TEXAS GULF COAST ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, INC.

Bishop Destry C. Bell, Sr.
Jurisdictional Prelate

Complainants

October 14, 2023 Exhibit 2

Elder Earl Williams
418 Odis Cooper
Kirbyville, Texas 75956

Earlwilliams629(@gmail.com

Re: Acceptance of Resignation

Elder Williams,

Please be advised that this communication is to officially acknowledge that I accept your
resignation, received on October 12, 2023, from all positions and duties in the Texas Gulf

Coast Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction effective October 10, 2023.

As of October 10, 2023, I resumed pastoral leadership at Kirbyville Church Of God In Christ.
Please immediately give all church keys and property to Deacon Robert Booker.

Thank you for your service.

Respectfully,

Jut:C BUYS

+Dektry C. Bell, Sr.
Jurisdictional Prelate, Texas Gulf Coast

Jurisdictional Headquarters:
3710 McHard Road * Missouri City, TX 77489 « (281) 416-8214
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0 875
2

s 4000
Exira Sorvioes & Feas (check box, add fee o 8) |
[ Return Recelpt (rardcopy) £ %ﬁ" HGG y

[J Retum Receipt {slectronic) 3 2 /
DmrﬂﬂedMailFlesMclodDellvory $. $i.|.,ul;l_
] Adutt Sigrature Required $ __QE}_B.E

f o
Ll
[ Adult Sigratura Restricted Delvery § ___.._,_

Postage 50 . 6 6
%’gﬁl Plj:ft—lge end Faes

Postmark
Hare
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Bishop Destry C. Bell Sr
3710 Mchard Rd.
Missouri City, TX

debministries@sbeglobal.net

Re: In Response to Acceptance of Resignation Letter

Dear Bishop Bell:

Please be advised that this communication is to inform you that your interpretation of the letter
of resignation was misinterpreted. 1 did not resign as pastor of the Kirbyville COGIC. The
resignation involved resigning myself and the Kirbyville church from the Texas Gulf Coast
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction to pursue other opportunities. The Kirbyville COGIC was aware of my
actions and it was approved. | maintain that | have not resigned from the Kirbyville COGIC. |
have attempted to call you to state this information but you did not respond. Therefore, | sent

this letter as correspondence to state you misunderstood the intent of the original letter. Also,
you will be receiving a certified letter soon.

Sincerely,

s I Mo

Pastor Earl H Williams
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Dear Bishop Bell,

Greeting in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, | pray all is well with you at
this time. Bishop,I'm writing you to let you know that there was a misunderstanding in
my letter | sent to you.

| did not resign from the pastoral leadership of the Kirbyville church of God In Christ. |
was only addressing the fact that we were making applications to transfer our church,
according to the Constitution of the church of God in Christ.

| have not violated any laws of the church. The Constitution of the Church of God In
Christ, gives me and the congregation the right to transfer from one jurisdiction to
another.

I've tried to call you by phone and have not been successful in getting you. I really

need to talk with you, so we can get some understanding and clarity about this matter.

I've made several attempts to reach you by phone,but no response Bishop, I'm only
asking you to do what is right toward me by reinstating me in my church.

If 1 do not hear from you within the next few days. | will take this matter to the National
Pastor and Elder Council.

espectfully Yours,

o) U bl

Pastor Earl H. Williams
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Complainants

Exhibit 5

Kirbyville
Church of God in Christ

418 Odis Cooper Jr., Kirbyville, TX 75956  Phone 409-363-2979

Now. 1, 2023
TO: The Council of Pastor's and Elder's COGIC

Attn: Chairman Rev. Michael Eaddy,
930 Mason St,
Memphis, TN 38126
e-mail: <michaeleaddy2020@gmail.com>

Dear Chairman Eaddy;
First and foremost I want to send you greetings in the Holy Name of Jesus.

I wanted to make you aware that [ myself along with my church and a
group of 9 other churches in the Texas Gulf Coast Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction (TGCEJ)
submitted a letter of resignation resigning from the TGCEJ to Jurisdictional Bishop
Destry C. Bell, Sr., effective October 10, 2023.

Bishop Bell, on October 14, 2023, responded by e-mail to me that he had
“resumed Pastoral leadership of the Kirbyville COGIC.”

As Pastor of Kirbyville COGIC I responded to Bishop Bell on Oct. 15 by e-
mail and registered letter informing Bishop Bell that he had misinterpreted my letter.
And, I made clear to him that I had only resigned from the TGCEJ and NOT from my
Pastorial leadership at Kirbyville COGIC.

After several failed attempts by phone to reach Bishop Bell I wrote another
e-mail and registered letter to him reiterating my position. His response was to send
Administrative Assistant Walter Diggles to take my keys and other church property but I
told him I would not do that.

I submitted another e-mail and registered letter informing Bishop Bell that
“We really needed to talk about this matter” but NO RESPONSE., Bishop Bell instead




circumvented me with one of my Deacons telling him, “He would not call me nor
answer my calls.”

Again, I reiterated to Bishop Bell that my resignation was from the TGCEJ
and NOT from the Kirbyville COGIC.

Chairman Eaddy anything you can do to help mediate with me in this
situation I would be greatly gratified with you advice. Hopefully it would not be
necessary to refer this matter to the grievance committee or the Board of Bishops.

Chairman Eaddy, the greater majority of my congregation supports me in
this endeavor, but they are hard pressed by the tactics of those who would oppose my
call to continue at this post.

In the Name of Our Lord and Savior Christ Jesus I remain;

Rev. Earl Williams
Pastor of the Kirbyville COGIC

CC: -Bishop Destry C. Bell

5 letter copies coming under separate cover.
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Exhibit 6

Kirbyville Police Department
102 S. Margaret St.
Kirbyville, TX 75956
(409)423-6201
(409)423-7320 Fax
Chief Paul Brister

To whom it may Concern,

On Sunday October 22, 2023 Sgt Josh Hancock responded to a call given
him in reference to a problem at the Kirbyville Church of God in Christ
located at 418 Odis Cooper in Kirbyville, Texas.

Upon arrival Sgt Hancock was presented a letter of resignation from the
Church written and signed by Pastor Earl Williams. Pastor Williams said
that the letter of resignation was a mistake stating that letters intent was to
resign from the Texas Gulf Coast Ecclesiastic Jurisdiction under the
leadership of Bishop Bell.

Sgt Hancock asked the congregation present if it was their understanding
that Pastor Williams had resigned as Pastor of the Church and said that all
present said that it was their understanding with the exception of one lady
that said she did not understand what was going on.




Sgt Hancock asked the congregation if their wishes were that Pastor
Williams leave and they stated that they did. At this time Sgt Hancock asked
Pastor Williams to leave and said that he did without further incident.

It is not the position of the Kirbyville Police Dept. to decide who the Pastor
of the Church should be nor do we desire that decision. Our only
involvement was to answer a call that we were dispatched to and nothing
further. Any further action should be made either by the membership of the
Church or thru Attorneys and the proper Court Jurisdiction.

Paul Brister




Complainants

Exhibit 7

Kirbyville
Church of God in Christ

418 Odis Cooper Jr., Kirbyville, TX 75956  Phone 409-363-2979

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This letter is addressed to highlight the loving-kindness and support from our Pastor's
Earl H. and Lady Theresa E. Williams at a time when others would attempt to subvert
and undermine the already established authority present in our pulpit.

It is signed by each of the members of the Kirbyville Church of God in Christ.

Please consider this an endorsement of the qualified leadership and shepherding that our
Pastor and his wife has provided since accepting the call to minister in January 2019.
The world is able to see the authentic love of Christ on display in real and substantial
and practical ways daily through their Pastorate.

For example:

-caring and concern for those who are facing hardship.

-providing Bible-based teaching through Sunday School, church and regular Bible
studies.

-supporting the local community.

Wholeheartedly signed by the Kirbyville Church of God in Christ membership:
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Kirbyville
Church of God in Christ

418 Odis Cooper Jr., Kirbyville, TX 75956

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Phone 409-363-2979

This letter is addressed to highlight the loving-kindness and support from our Pastor's
Earl H. and Lady Theresa E. Williams at a time when others would attempt to subvert
and undermine the already established authority present in our pulpit.

It is signed by each of the members of the Kirbyville Church of God in Christ.

Please consider this an endorsement of the qualified leadership and shepherding that our

Pastor and his wife has provided since accepting the call to minister in January 2019.
The world is able to see the authentic love of Christ on display in real and substantial

and practical ways daily through their Pastorate.

For example:

-caring and concern for those who are facing hardship.

-providing Bible-based teaching through Sunday School, church and regular Bible

studies.
-supporting the local community.

Wholeheartedly signed by the Kirbyville Church of God in Christ membership:
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Notarization

State of Texas

County of Jasper

Before me Donald E Coleman notary public, State of Texas, on this day,
1

personally appeared  / T NEass) E Wil 2mS, prove to me by

though Identity Card (Government ID) to be the person whose name is
subscribed to the foregoing instrument and who acknowledgement to
be the person whose name is subscribed on the foregoing instrument
and who acknowledge to me that he/she executed the same for the
purpose and consideration expressed herein

/)
Given under my hand and seal of office this_~—_ Day of November
2023

\:;‘\«'"::;, DONALD COLEMAN

-,

Donald E Coleman

a»

Notary Public, State of Texas

.""'h
H

!

[

&
fﬁﬁ.‘r 2 Notary Public, Strte of - v
%3,'; v‘ Cornm. Expires ©6-12-202%

D)

o
'?- ? —.-....?X i_@&;_t —:"-::.a



]

Complainants
Exhibit 8

|

981 10-8E-GYOR8-E L€ "OLF WIHNT

AAB1AINAG [(FUONDIPSLING - _ o Eﬁmga NEMEQ
” _ B VT°H T aousty -

. ; © Q ;._..VE.x.é : . %eemw,%xﬁzmﬁ &:q:zww Eaﬁ%
e | . upR AT doysig

a&qcmw mqwimﬁnm ﬁ:ﬁ.&&& 754z, rm
ooy vd moﬁ,,m

&E_ﬁmw.%x%:&nw
A e munmoxﬁm.

?o 1 100 ok ur T \r ,w. Y w\ ﬁJ .wo Lep. ” P T sHp o
| _ Qoxmﬁm ?moun.ﬁwﬁ:_. wﬁ kﬁn w.ﬁc AR %W AR

u.,.z B 5 E .ﬁa .M. mx?om mﬁ :umuu o vSEo:m ma 8 fy 96:3 oM wmu mS.muEu a1y} Ui pUnos 3 0 wm:& zmma.
104, $,p08) 0 m@ﬁmﬁmﬁ “gyng Jo aBparmouy &[po% suy uo poseq u@rE st yustodde iy,

| pLikitig Rl ﬁomv 10 ﬁ.:ﬁu T .. ..” . mz#?mﬁ_vw
mEm_g 'H _am | " jusodde £qasay Op { LI U] PODJO YYD %ﬁ@é.

TISE00 JIND Sexal “atg) JO 21e[Rlg S8 “PILSAA W BT HILIOPAE A m@.mnu,_f £g

INIWINIOdY YOLSVd
| sagquunlp ‘uoseys gy ..m&mmw%‘ . |
¢ gassamap, ‘sujduapy o _ﬁﬂmmzwaﬁﬁ_ﬁ%_

£ jsuiip ug tug) 3@ i




